
 
Foreword..................................................................................................................... xx 

1. Introduction to Maidstone Borough Local Plan ....................................................... xx 

2. Key Influences ............................................................................................................ xx 

National policy and guidance .................................................................................... xx 

Local plans and strategies ........................................................................................xx 

The evidence base ...................................................................................................xx 

Sustainability appraisal and habitat regulations assessment .....................................xx 

Duty to Cooperate ....................................................................................................xx 

Test of soundness ....................................................................................................xx 

3. Spatial portrait ............................................................................................................ xx 

Spatial portrait ..........................................................................................................xx 

Key local issues ........................................................................................................xx 

Spatial vision and objectives .....................................................................................xx 

4. Spatial Strategy Strategic Policies ............................................................................ xx 

Policy SS1 Maidstone borough spatial strategy  .......................................................xx 

Key Diagram .............................................................................................................xx 

Policy SP1 Maidstone urban area  ............................................................................xx 

Policy SP2 Maidstone urban area: north west strategic development location  .........xx 

Policy SP3 Maidstone urban area: south east strategic development location  .........xx 

Policy SP4 Maidstone town centre  ...........................................................................xx 

Policy SP5 Rural Service Centres  ............................................................................xx 

Policy SP6 Harrietsham Rural Service Centre  .........................................................xx 

Policy SP7 Headcorn Rural Service Centre ..............................................................xx 

Policy SP8 Lenham Rural Service Centre  ................................................................xx 

Policy SP9 Marden Rural Service Centre  ................................................................xx 

Policy SP10 Staplehurst Rural Service Centre  .........................................................xx 

Policy SP11 Larger Villages  .....................................................................................xx 

Policy SP12 Boughton Monchelsea Larger Village ...................................................xx 

Policy SP13 Coxheath Larger Village  ......................................................................xx 

Policy SP14 Eyhorne Street (Hollingbourne) Larger Village  .....................................xx 

Policy SP15 Sutton Valence Larger Village  .............................................................xx 

Policy SP16 Yalding Larger Village  ..........................................................................xx 



Policy SP17 Countryside  .........................................................................................xx 

Policy SP18 Historic environment .............................................................................xx 

Policy DM11 SP19 Housing mix  ..............................................................................xx 

Policy DM13 SP20 Affordable housing  ....................................................................xx 

Policy DM20 SP21 Economic development  .............................................................xx 

Policy DM21 SP22 Retention of employment sites  ..................................................xx 

Policy DM24 SP23 Sustainable transport  ................................................................xx 

Policy H1 Housing site allocations  ...........................................................................xx 

Policy H2 Broad locations for housing growth  ..........................................................xx 

Policy OS1 Open space allocations  .........................................................................xx 

Policy GT1 Gypsy and Traveller site allocations  ......................................................xx 

Policy RMX1 Retail and mixed use site allocations  ..................................................xx 

Policy EMP1 Employment site allocations  ...............................................................xx 

Policy ID1 Infrastructure delivery  .............................................................................xx 

5. Spatial Policies Strategic Site Policies ..................................................................... xx 

Detailed site allocation policies for housing ..............................................................xx 

Policy H1(1) Bridge Nursery, London Road, Maidstone ...................................xx 

Policy H1(2) East of Hermitage Lane, Maidstone .............................................xx 

Policy H1(3) West of Hermitage Lane, Maidstone ............................................xx 

Policy H1(4) Oakapple Lane, Barming  ............................................................xx 

Policy H1(5) Langley Park, Sutton Road, Boughton Monchealsea ...................xx 

Policy H1(6) North of Sutton Road, Otham ......................................................xx 

Policy H1(7) North of Bicknor Wood, Gore Court Road, Otham .......................xx 

Policy H1(8) West of Church Road, Otham ......................................................xx 

Policy H1(9) Bicknor Farm, Sutton Road, Otham .............................................xx 

Policy H1(10) South of Sutton Road, Langley ..................................................xx 

Policy H1(11) Springfield, Royal Engineers Road and Mill Lane, Maidstone ....xx 

Policy H1(12) 180-188 Union Street, Maidstone ..............................................xx 

Policy H1(13) Medway Street, Maidstone ........................................................xx 

Policy H1(14) American Golf, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone ..............................xx 

Policy H1(15) 6 Tonbridge Road, Maidstone ...................................................xx 



Policy H1(16) Slencrest House, 3 Tonbridge Road, Maidstone ........................xx 

Policy H1(17) Laguna, Hart Street, Maidstone .................................................xx 

Policy H1(18) Dunning Hall (off Fremlin Walk, Week Street, Maidstone ..........xx 

Policy H1(19) 18-21 Foster Street, Maidstone .................................................xx 

Policy H1(20) Wren’s Cross, Upper Stone Street, Maidstone ..........................xx 

Policy H1(21) Barty Farm, Roundwell, Thurnham ............................................xx 

Policy H1(22) Whitmore Street, Maidstone ......................................................xx 

Policy H1(23) North Street, Barming ................................................................xx 

Policy H1 (24) Postley Road, Tovil...................................................................xx 

Policy H1(25) Bridge Industrial Centre, Wharf Road, Tovil ...............................xx 

Policy H1(26) Tovil Working Men’s Club, Tovil Hill, Maidstone ........................xx 

Policy H1(27) Kent Police HQ, Sutton Road, Maidstone ..................................xx 

Policy H1(28) Kent Police training school, Sutton Road, Maidstone.................xx 

Policy H1(29) New Line Learning, Boughton Lane, Maidstone ........................xx 

Policy H1(30) (29) West of Eclipse, Maidstone ................................................xx 

Policy H1(31) 30) Bearsted Station goods yard, Bearsted ...............................xx 

Policy H1(32) (31) Cross Keys, Bearsted ........................................................xx 

Policy H1(33) (32) South of Ashford Road, Harrietsham ..................................xx 

Policy H1(34) (33) Mayfield Nursery, Ashford Road, Harrietsham ...................xx 

Policy H1(35) (34) Church Road, Harrietsham .................................................xx 

Policy H1(36) (35) Old School Nursery, Station Road, Headcorn ....................xx 

Policy H1(37) (36) Ulcombe Road and Mill Bank, Headcorn ............................xx 

Policy H1(38) (37) Grigg Lane and Lenham Road, Headcorn ..........................xx 

Policy H1(39) (38) South of Grigg Lane, Headcorn ..........................................xx 

Policy H1(40) (39) Knaves Acre, Headcorn .....................................................xx 

Policy H1(41) (40) North of Lenham Road, Headcorn ......................................xx 

Policy H1(42) (41) Tanyard Farm, Old Ashford Road, Lenham ........................xx 

Policy H1(43) (42) Glebe Gardens, Lenham ....................................................xx 

Policy H1(44) (43) Howland Road, Marden ......................................................xx 

Policy H1(45) (44) Stanley Farm, Plain Road, Marden.....................................xx 

Policy H1(46) (45) The Parsonage, Goudhurst Road, Marden .........................xx 



Policy H1(47) (46) Marden Cricket and Hockey Club, Stanley Road, Marden ..xx 

Policy H1(48) (47) South of the Parsonage, Goudhurst Road, Marden ............xx 

Policy H1(49) (48) Hen and Duckhurst Farm, Marden Road, Staplehurst ........xx 

Policy H1(50) (49) Fishers Farm, Fishers Road, Staplehurst ...........................xx 

Policy H1(51) (50) North of Henhurst Farm, Staplehurst ..................................xx 

Policy H1(52) (51) Hubbards Lane and Haste Hill Road, Loose .......................xx 

Policy H1(53) Boughton Lane, Boughton Monchelsea and Loose ...................xx 

Policy H1(54) (52) Boughton Mount, Boughton Lane, Boughton Monchelsea ..xx 

Policy H1(55) (53) Junction of Church Street and Heath Road, Boughton 
Monchelsea .....................................................................................................xx 

Policy H1(56) (54) Lyewood Farm, Green Lane, Boughton Monchelsea ..........xx 

Policy H1(57) (55) Hubbards Lane, Loose .......................................................xx 

Policy H1(58) (56) Linden Farm, Stockett Lane, Coxheath ..............................xx 

Policy H1(59) (57) Heathfield, Heath Road, Coxheath .....................................xx 

Policy H1(60) (58) Forstal Lane, Coxheath ......................................................xx 

Policy H1(61) (59) North of Heath Road (Older’s Field), Coxheath ..................xx 

Policy H1(62) (60) Clockhouse Farm, Heath Road, Coxheath .........................xx 

Policy H1(63) (61) East of Eyhorne Street, Eyhorne Street, Hollingbourne ......xx 

Policy H1(64) (62) West of Eyhorne Street, Eyhorne Street, Hollingbourne .....xx 

Policy H1(65) (63) Adjacent to the The Windmill PH, Eyhorne Street, 
Hollingbourne ..................................................................................................xx 

Policy H1(66) (64) Brandy’s Bay, South Lane, Sutton Valence ........................xx 

Policy H1(67) (65) Vicarage Road, Yalding ......................................................xx 

Policy H1(68) (66) Bentletts Yard, Claygate Road, Laddingford .......................xx 

Detailed policies for broad locations for housing growth ...........................................xx 

Policy H2(1) Maidstone town centre ................................................................xx 

Policy H2(2) Invicta Park Barracks, Maidstone ................................................xx 

Policy H1(3) Lenham .......................................................................................xx 

Detailed site allocations for Gypsy and traveler accommodation...............................xx 

Policy GT1(1) The  Kays, Heath Road, Linton .................................................xx 

Policy GT1(2) Greenacres (Plot 5), Church Lane, Boughton Monchelsea .......xx 

Policy GT1(3) Chart View, Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton .................................xx 



Policy GT1(4) Land at Blossom Lodge, Stockett Lane, Coxheath ....................xx 

Policy GT1(5) Little Boarden, Boarden Lane, Headcorn ..................................xx 

Policy GT1(6) Rear of Granada, Lenham Road, Headcorn ..............................xx 

Policy GT1(7) The Chances, Lughorse Lane, Hunton ......................................xx 

Policy GT1(8) Kilmwood Farm, Old Ham Lane, Lenham ..................................xx 

Policy GT1(9) 1 Oak Lodge, Tilden Lane, Marden ...........................................xx 

Policy GT1(10) The Paddocks, George Street, Staplehurst .............................xx 

Policy GT1(11) Bluebell Farm, George Street, Staplehurst ..............................xx 

Policy GT1(12) Cherry Tree Farm, West Wood Road, Stockbury ....................xx 

Policy GT1(13) Flips Hole, South Street Road, Stockbury ...............................xx 

Policy GT1(14) The Ash, Yelsted Road, Stockbury ..........................................xx 

Policy GT1(15) Hawthorn Farm, Pye Corner, Ulcombe ....................................xx 

Policy GT1(16)  Neverend Lodge, Pye Corner, Ulcombe .................................xx 

Detailed site allocation policies for retail and mixed use ...........................................xx 

Policy RMX1(1) Newnham Park, Bearsted Road, Maidstone ...........................xx 

Policy RMX1(2) Maidstone East and former Royal Mail Sorting Office, Sandling 
Road, Maidstone  ............................................................................................xx 

Policy RMX1(3) King Street car park and former AMF Bowling Site, Maidstone
 ........................................................................................................................xx 

Policy RMX1(4) Former Syngenta works, Hampstead Lane, Yalding ...............xx 

Policy RMX1(5) Baltic Wharf............................................................................xx 

Policy RMX1(6) Mote Road, Maidstone ...........................................................xx 

Detailed site allocation policies for employment ........................................................xx 

Policy EMP1(1) Mote Road, Maidstone ...........................................................xx 

Policy EMP1(21) West of Barradale Farm, Maidstone Road, Headcorn ..........xx 

Policy EMP1(3 2) South of Claygate, Pattenden Lane, Marden .......................xx 

Policy EMP1(4 3) West of Wheelbarrow Industrial Estate, Pattenden Lane, 
Marden ............................................................................................................xx 

Policy EMP1(54) Woodcut Farm, Ashford Road, Bearsted ..............................xx 

6. Development management policies for Maidstone Borough .................................. xx 

Policy DM1 Principles of good design ..............................................................xx 

Policy DM2 Sustainable design .......................................................................xx 



Policy DM3 Historic and Natural environment  .................................................xx 

Policy DM4 Development affecting designated and non-designated heritage 
assets ..............................................................................................................xx 

Policy DM4 DM5 Development on brownfield land ..........................................xx 

Policy DM5 DM6 Air quality  ............................................................................xx 

Policy DM6 DM7 Non-conforming uses ...........................................................xx 

Policy DM7 DM8 External lighting  ...................................................................xx 

Policy DM8 DM9 Residential extensions, conversions and redevelopment 
within the built up area .....................................................................................xx 

Policy DM9 DM10 Residential premises above shops and businesses ............xx 

Policy DM10 DM11 Residential garden land ....................................................xx 

Policy DM1212 Density of housing development  ............................................xx 

Policy DM1413 Local needs housing ...............................................................xx 

Policy DM1514 Nursing and care homes .........................................................xx 

Policy DM1615 Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople accommodation xx 

Policy DM1716 Town centre uses ...................................................................xx 

Policy DM1817 District centres, local centres and local shops and facilities ....xx 

Policy DM1918 Signage and shop fronts .........................................................xx 

Policy DM2219 Open space and recreation .....................................................xx 

Policy DM2320 Community facilities ................................................................xx 

Policy DM2521 Public Sustainable Transport ..................................................xx 

Policy DM2622 Park and ride sites  .................................................................xx 

Policy DM2723 Parking standards ...................................................................xx 

Policy DM2824 Renewable and low carbon energy schemes ..........................xx 

Policy DM2925 Electronic communications .....................................................xx 

Policy DM3026 Mooring facilities and boat yards .............................................xx 

7. Development management policies for the town centre ......................................... xx 

Policy DM3127 Primary shopping frontages .................................................... xx 

Policy DM3228 Secondary shopping frontages ............................................... xx 

Policy DM3329 Leisure and community uses in the town centre ...................... xx 

8. Development management policies in the countryside .......................................... xx 

Policy DM3430 Design principles in the countryside .....................................xx 



Policy DM3531 Conversion of rural buildings ................................................xx 

Policy DM3632 Rebuilding and extending dwellings in the countryside .........xx 

Policy DM3733 Change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden land .xx 

Policy DM3834 Accommodation for agricultural and forestry workers ...........xx 

Policy DM3935 Live-work units .....................................................................xx 

Policy DM4036 New agricultural buildings and structures .............................xx 

Policy DM4137 Expansion of existing businesses in rural areas ...................xx 

Policy DM4238 Holiday caravan and camp sites ...........................................xx 

Policy DM4339 Caravan storage in the countryside ......................................xx 

Policy DM4440 Retail units in the countryside ...............................................xx 

Policy DM4541 Equestrian development .......................................................xx 

9. Monitoring and Review .............................................................................................. xx 

                 Policy LPR1 Local Plan Review ...................................................................... xx 

 

 


