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 Charing parish is neighbour to Lenham. There are close links between our parishes and many of the 

issues we face are similar. Both Lenham and Charing villages are historic villages with many old 

buildings. Both parishes include parts of the Kent Downs AONB and its setting including the scarp 

slope. The remainder of both parishes contains pleasant undulating country typical of mid-Kent with 

scattered small hamlets, farms and houses, many old. Both parishes lie on historic transport routes 

and are today crossed by the M20, the A20, the Channel Tunnel Rail Link and the mainline railway. 

Finally both parishes are taking significant housing development and face the challenge of 

accommodating this without harming the essential nature of the parishes. 

 

We fully support Lenham’s Regulation 16 Consultation Neighbourhood Plan. It is a clear and well 

researched document. In particular we support the principle that development has been clustered 

around Lenham itself leaving the countryside as little affected as possible.  A substantial amount of 

development is taking place along the A20 corridor – in Harrietsham as well as Lenham and Charing. 

It is vitally important for the whole character of this part of Kent that development is not allowed to 

sprawl but concentrated around key settlements in order to protect the countryside and the general 

character of the whole area.   

 

We therefore support the representation made by the Save our Heathlands (SOHL) group and the 

proposed amendments to Policy CP1 (Protection for the Countryside and Rural Settlements) and the 

related text.  

 

That is the only change we think necessary. We would also like to highlight our support for policy 

EMP1 concerning Lenham Square (an area often visited by our parishioners) and policy CF3 

concerning Lenham Medical Centre which a number of our parishioners are registered with.  The 

Lenham Medical Centre, like Charing surgery, will be taking more patients from the whole area as a 

result of the growth in housing (not just in Lenham and Charing but in surrounding villages) and it is 

important that they can expand as needed.  
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