
Dear Sirs & most particularly Mr Cornall, 

I am fully behind the Lenham Neighbourhood Plan, which is the result of years of hard work 

by many villagers who were given to understand that their views would be taken into 

account. This follows the Parish Plan, about which we were promised the same. 

However, ref. CP1, I would like to signal my support for the inclusion of a new paragraph 

(6.9.3 copied below) as proposed by the Lenham Heath campaign group, Save Our Heath 

Lands. We believe the paragraph will help align the Neighbourhood Plan with recent 

Government guidance. There is almost total opposition to the garden village plan here, as you 

may have gathered when you visited. I will do whatever it takes to protect Lenham’s 

landscape and countryside. 

I have included a photo of the view from the Coach Road looking northeast to the cross 

beyond Lenham, and the fields in between to illustrate the clear lines of sight mentioned. As 

you can see, this is not ugly land like the flat areas around Ashford, or Bedford, or Thurrock, 

or even Headcorn and Staplehurst. This is beautiful rolling countryside of fields and 

woodlands, a balm to the soul in times of trouble. If you continue to build identikit houses 

everywhere in the borough, it will be like living in Milton Keynes. Once gone, it’s gone 

forever. You will never be able to get back the beauty you will have lost. Surely you don’t 

want this destruction of beauty to happen on your watch? 

I understand that these are difficult times for everyone and things may be delayed or 

postponed but I would be very grateful if you would let me know the outcome of the 

consultation. 

Yours faithfully, 

Liz Meek 

1 Home Farm Cottages,  

Lenham Heath Road, 

Sandway 

ME17 2HX 

LENHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

Suggested new Paragraph 6.9.3 



6.9.3 One of the particular distinctive characteristics of Lenham Parish is the existence of 

relatively isolated rural settlements such as Sandway, Platts Heath, Lenham Forstal, Lenham 

Heath, West Street and Woodside Green. There is a strong relationship between the built 

elements of Lenham Parish, the village, the hamlets and the other settlements and their wider 

landscape setting. At various points across the Parish, there are clear lines of sight of the 

AONB, open countryside and back again from open countryside towards the built form. This 

experience is enhanced in several elevated locations in the Parish. This locally distinctive 

context provides a sense of identity and particular character. The particular landscape 

sensitivity of the Parish is objectively assessed in the ‘Maidstone Landscape Capacity Study: 

Sensitivity Assessment’ (January 2015) produced by Jacobs for Maidstone Borough Council. 

 

Suggested replacement for Policy CP1: Countryside Protection 

Protection for the Countryside and the Rural Settlements: Policy CP1 

The Lenham Local Policies Map shows the settlement boundary for Lenham village which is 

extended to include the Strategic Housing Delivery Sites. Proposals for new development in 

the countryside beyond the extended settlement boundary will be assessed in terms of: 

1) the potential visual impact of the development; 



2) the landscape character effects on the site and its surroundings; 

3) the potential impact on the biodiversity of the area; 

4) the capacity of infrastructure and services available to serve the proposal; and 

5) how the proposal relates to the setting of the isolated rural settlements. 

Development proposals should seek to protect and enhance the environment of the Parish 

with particular emphasis on avoiding harmful impacts on the hamlets and other rural 

settlements. Proposals which fail to demonstrate that these impacts can be satisfactorily 

addressed will not be supported. 

Also: 

Here’s the view from the Downs looking south. On a clear day you can see right across Kent 

to the wind farm at Dungeness. Lenham itself is barely visible on the right of the picture. 

Alas, not for long. Lenham in the very near future will expand to join with the industrial units 

very visible at the bottom of the hills. The proposed garden village would cover the vivid 

green field in the far distance on the left, and all the surrounding fields, stopping just a field 

short of the industrial units. Obviously that would sooner or later be filled in. The Lenham 

Heath development would most definitely be a blight on the landscape and change this rural 

spot into a built-up, sprawling commuter belt. Please note that where I took this photo from is 

designated an AONB. If this means anything, any further expansion of Lenham should be 

halted, let alone the idea of a garden ‘village’. 



 


